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Then there are hats which are more like lamp shades,
and also hats that are small but ornamented with fantastic
figures at the crown, or long projecting feathers* And
to sit in a bus or tube next to a lady wearing either a large
headgear or one with saucy protruding feathers is a trying
experience* For whenever your companion turns her
head this way or that way her feathers are sure to knock
against your face* At one time there was also a rage
for wearing long hat pins which stuck out most threaten-
ingly* No wonder that cases of serious injury resulting
therefrom were often brought to the notice of the law
courts*

After hats come the lady's shoes* It is said that her
ladyship will not be considered genteel or refined until
she is well hatted and shod* and she therefore takes
care that her hat is neither a " sight" nor her shoes $re
" down at the heel*" So far so good* but there is also
a none too wise tendency to wear extraordinarily high-
heeled shoes which are plainly too small for their owner's
feet*

Here is an interesting insight into the universality of
human vanity* The African explorer Humboldt used to
relate that* like other species of humanity* the African
native loved his finery* so much so* that when it rained
he would take off his gay-coloured clothes* tuck them
under his arm and get wet himself rather than the skin
protector should be soiled by the rain ! Similarly here in
the West* the same sacrifice is made to the fetish of vanity*
The man's stiff collar and hard shirt look neat and smart,
though uncomfortable to the wearer; the tight, pointed
shoes look more h la mode than the square-toe ones;